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The Gods of Mars 
By Edgar Rice Burroughs (1875-1950) 

The Gods of Mars is a 1918 Edgar Rice Burroughs science fiction 
novel, the second of his famous Barsoom series. It can be said that 
the novel set the tone for much science fiction to come. Its 
influence can clearly be seen in franchises such as Star Trek and 
Farscape. While Burroughs no doubt borrowed liberally from the 
pulp fiction of his day, particularly westerns and swashbuckling 
tales, the pacing and themes set the tone for the soft science fiction 
genre. 

The protagonist, John Carter, with his proficiency in hand-to-hand combat and flirtations with 
beautiful alien women, could be said to have set the mold for later influential icons like Captain 
James T. Kirk and James Bond. 

At the end of the first book, A Princess of Mars, John Carter is unwillingly transported back to 
Earth. The Gods of Mars begins with his arrival back on Barsoom (Mars) after a ten year hiatus, 
separated from his wife Dejah Thoris, his unborn child, and the Red Martian people of the 
nation of Helium, whom he has adopted as his own. Unfortunately, John Carter materializes in 
the one place on Barsoom from which nobody is allowed to depart: the Valley Dor, which is the 
Barsoomian heaven. (Summary from wikipedia) 

Read by JD Weber.  Total Running Time:  07:41:49 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without 
permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org. Cover picture by Frank E. 
Schoonover (1918). Author picture taken 1920. Copyright expired in US, Canada, EU, and all 
countries with author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover design by Janette Brown. This design is in the public 
domain.  
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